
Email from David McGill, Clerk/Chief Executive to SGHHC Committee Clerks 
1 March 2021 

Thank you for informing me of the Committee’s motion of Wednesday 24 February 
inviting the SPCB to approach the High Court as a matter of urgency for specific 
guidance on how Lady Dorrian’s Section 11 Order in the case of HMA v Alex Salmond 
in March 2020 applies to the publication of Alex Salmond’s submission of evidence on 
the Ministerial code aspect of the committee’s inquiry. 

The SPCB has given careful consideration to the Committee’s request, including 
taking external legal advice on the matter, and has concluded that it sees no basis for 
any such approach being made to the Court by the SPCB. The SPCB is of the view 
that the Court would take the view that it was for the SPCB to interpret the court order 
as it sees fit and that, as with the recent application to the Court taken by the Spectator 
magazine, the Court would not give guidance to what can or cannot be published by 
the SPCB. 

The SPCB therefore declines the invitation you have made. 

Kind regards, 

David 

David McGill 
Clerk/Chief Executive of the Scottish Parliament 
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